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CLINICAL TRIALS







Dear parents

This book is intended to help you and your family
understand clinical trials and what your child might
experience if he/she decides to join.

MEET THE
CHARACTERS

Cody, Rose, and MEDBOT
The stars of this book
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ALL I WANT TO
DO 1S GO HOME
AND PLAY SOME VIDEO
»\ GAMES.. BUT CAN 17/
NOOOOO!

I HAVE A TON
OF HOMEWORK

SPEAKING OF,
DO YOU KNOW WHO'S
GOING TO HAVE, LIKE,
A TON OF MAKE-UP
HOMEWORK? JAMIE!

I HAVEN'T
SEEN HER IN
CLASS FOR
DAys!

OH, YEAH,
THAT'S BECAUSE
SHE HAS JOINED A
CLINICAL TRIAL FOR
HER DIABETES.

WHAT IS
THAT?!

SEE, CLINICAL TRIALS
ARE HOW DOCTORS
AND SCIENTISTS TEST
NEW MEDICINES.

BUT WAIT A
SECOND, CODY,
HOW DO you
KNOW SO MUCH
ABOUT CLINICAL

TRIALS?




BECAUSE I WAS : @ e
ACTUALLY IN ONE
LAST YEAR! THE MEDIKIDZ CAME AND 1
HELPED ME UNDERSTAND

WHAT CLINICAL TRIALS 1o
ARE ABOUT. - —_—

AND THAT'S
NOT ALL!

AXON, MY FAVORITE
MEDIKID, MADE ME
THIS AWESOME
ROBOT, MEDBOT!

\

YOU MET THE
MEDIKIDZ AVD GOT
A ROBOT?!

MEDBOT IS FILLED WITH TONS OF
MEDICAL INFORMATION THAT I CAN
SHARE WITH OTHER KIDS!

COOL! HEY, CODY, DO YOU
THINK YOU COULD TEACH ME
ABOUT CLINICAL TRIALS?

! = O\ WELL, FOR ONE WE'RE
03,”55'62‘{",256 : Mo A ! GOING TO NEED SOME ROOM!
HEAD O THE i\ AND ALSO... THE CAFETERIA LADY
CAFETERIA!  fu— ‘ 1 SOMETIMES GIVES ME THE
A ; LEFT-OVER DESSERTS!
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A SHORT TRIP Tt
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TO START WITH,

THESE NEW
TREATMENTS ARE
TESTED IN A LAB
TO SEE HOW THEY

OKAY, THE CAKE
WAS GOO0D, BUT
I'M HERE FOR THE
KNOWLEDGE!

S0, THE FIRST THING
YOU NEED TO KNOW IS THAT
SCIENTISTS AND DOCTORS
ARE ALWAYS STUDYING NEW
WAYS TO PREVENT, DETECT,
AND TREAT DISEASE.

OKAY, SO FIRST
THE MEDICINES
GET TESTED IN
THE LABS. WHAT
HAPPENS NEXT?
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WELL, THE MOST PROMISING ~\_
TREATMENTS, ONES THAT LOOK
LIKE THEY MIGHT WORK, ARE THEN
TESTED IN... YOU GUESSED IT..

CLINICAL TRIALS/
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EXACTLY I8

A CLINICAL |




CLINICAL TRIAL IS A
TEST TO SEE IF A
NEW TREATMENT IS
SAFE, AND ALSO TO
CHECK HOW WELL THE
TREATMENT WORKS

——
~ 7~ NOT ONLY DO THESE —
NEW TREATMENTS NEED ——
TO BE TESTED IN ADULTS, "
BUT THEY ALSO NEED TO )

__ BE TESTED IN KIDS!

AREN'T JUST LITTLE
ADULTS! OUR BODIES
WORK DIFFERENTLY THAN
ADULT BODIES, WHICH

MEANS DISEASE AND

MEDICINES CAN AFFECT
US DIFFERENTLY.

OKAY, 5O THAT'S
WHY THERE ARE CLINICAL
TRIALS THAT INCLUDE
KIDS LIKE JAMIE!

EACH CLINICAL TRIAL 1S
CARRIED OUT ON A GROUP
OF SIMILAR PEOPLE FROM
AROUND THE WORLD WITH
THE SAME ILLNESS.




$0, HOW
DO YOU JON A
CLINICAL TRIAL
IN THE FIRST

PLACE?

IS THERE A SIGN-UP SHEET
LIKE FOR BASKETBALL, OR
DO YOU, LIKE, GET AN EMAIL
ALERT OR SOMETHING?

MY DOCTOR TOLD ME
AND MY PARENTS ABOUT
MINE, AND THAT'S HOW
MOST PEOPLE FIND OUT
ABOUT THEM.

WE TALKED IT OVER AND
FIGURED OUT THAT WE
WANTED TO DO IT.

1

IF YOU AND YOUR PARENTS YOUR PARENTS
DECIDE TO TAKE PART IN THE ALSO NEED TO GIVE
TRIAL, YOU LET THE DOCTORS B THEIR PERMISSION, WHICH

KNOW. YOU NEED TO GIVE YOUR 1S CALLED INFORMED

PERMISSION, ALSO CALLED CONSENT. GOT IT! et

ASSENT, TO JOIN THE TRIAL. = -
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YOU CAN CHOOSE TO JOIN THE TRIAL OR
NOT, EITHER WAY, IT WON'T CHANGE YOUR




OKAY, SO IF I GIVE
PERMISSION AND MY
PARENTS GIVE PERMISSION,
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

WELL, BEFORE A
TRIAL CAN START, YOUR
DOCTOR WILL GIVE YOU
A CHECK-UP AND RUN
SOME TESTS..

..USUALLY THINGS LIKE
BLOODS TESTS, X-RAYS,
AND SCANS.,

IF EVERYTHING
LOOKS GOOD, You
CAN JOIN THE TRIAL.

DURING A TRIAL,
THE DOCTORS KEEP A
CLOSE EYE ON YOU TO
MAKE SURE YOU ARE
DOING OKAY
AND TO SEE HOW WELL
THE TREATMENT
15 WORKING.

THEY MIGHT
ALSO GIVE YOU A
DIARY 5O YOU CAN
ANSWER SOME
QUESTIONS ON
HOW YOU FEEL.







PHASE Z TRIALS

TEST HOW A NEW

TREATMENT WORKS

ON A LARGER GROUP
OF PEOPLE WHO NEED
IT-FOR EXAMPLE,
PEOPLE WHO HAVE
A DISEASE.

PHASE 3 16 PHASE 3 TRIALS
ARE DIFFERENT FROM
USUALLY WHEN PHAGE 1 AND 2 BECAUSE
CLINICAL TRIALS
WITH KIDS THEY COMPARE A NEW
TREATMENT AGAINST A
CONTROL TO SEE WHICH
ONE IS BEST

START.




WHOR, WHOA,
WHOA, TIME
OUT! WHAT'S
A CONTROL?

A CONTROL MAY
BE A TREATMENT THAT

DOCTORS ALREADY KNOW
WORKS AND IS SAFE.

OR, IT MAY BE A
PLACEBO*, WHICH LOOKS
JUST LIKE THE TREATMENT BUT
DOESN'T ACTUALLY HAVE
ANY MEDICINE IN IT!




SO HOW DO T
KNOW IF I'M GETTING
THE MEDICINE OR THE

UH... WHAT DID YOU
CALL IT? PLACEBO!

THAT'S THE
THING, YOU

YOU'RE ASSIGNED
TO A TREATMENT OR
CONTROL GROUP AT

RANDPOM, AND SO YOU
DON'T KNOW WHICH
TREATMENT YOU
ARE RECEIVING.

THIS HELPS
MAKE SURE
THAT THE
TEST IS
COMPLETELY
FAIR,

TRACK OF HOW SAFE AND
HELPFUL A NEW TREATMENT 1S
ONCE IT BECOMES AVAILABLE TO
EVERYONE WHO NEEDS IT/

PHASE 4 TRIALS KEEP

COME ON, T'LL TELL
WAY HOME! 1T'S TOFU

LOAF NIGHT, 0... IT'S NOT T 1

LIKE T'M IN A RUSH,

YOU THE REST ON THE
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OKAY, 50 WHAT
ELSE DO I NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT BEING

WELL, I GUESS
THE OTHER BIC

IN A CLINICAL TRIAL?

THING IS THAT

BEING IN ONE

HAVING ALL THOSE

REGULAR TESTS AND =
DOCTORS' VISITS CAN S
o e, TAKE UP A LOT OF =
o et TIME. T REMEMBER |
. FEELING A LITTLE e
OVERWHELMED. =
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TOTALLY/ YOU CAN STOP F
A T BEING IN A TRIAL WHENEVER & b __
A YOU WANT. YOU JUST HAVE ——
Al TO LET THE DOCTORS AND
; RESEARCHERS KNOW.
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BUT I WILL SAY
THIS, EVEN THOUGH BEING
IN THE CLINICAL TRIAL WAS
TOUGH AT TIMES, I WAS GLAD
THAT I JOINED...

..ESPECIALLY BECAUSE CLINICAL
TRIALS HELP DOCTORS FIND NEW
AND BETTER MEDICINES.
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OKAY, WELL, THIS 1S MY s
STOP! AND PERFECT TIMING ———
TOO, BECAUSE NOW YOU | i ——
KNOW EVERYTHING I KNOW . =
ABOUT CLINICAL TRIALS! I B |
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7/ AWESOME,
THANKS FOR
TEACHING ME
ABOUT THEM!
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SPEAKING OF

TEACHING, NOW
IT'S YOUR JOB
TO HELP OTHERS
UNDERSTAND
CLINICAL TRIALS!

THE MEDIKIDZ HANDLE
THINGS IN OUTERSPACE, BUT
DOWN HERE ON EARTH, WE CAN
HELP OTHER KIDS UNDERSTAND
SCIENCE AND THE BODYV.

THANKS SO MUCH,
CODY! T'LL SEE YOU
TOMORROW! ENJOY

YOUR NIGHT OF...

UMM... TOFU LOAF

AND HOMEWORK!

YOU'RE WELCOME!
AND THANK GOODNESS
MEDBOT HAS TOFU-LOAF
EATING CAPABILITIES.
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Jumo provides age-appropriate resources for children and families
to understand, manage, and own their health.

We produce award-winning content globally in more than 35 languages. Our signature comic line

uses the Medikidz - illustrated superheroes - to explain complex medical information in ways that

help readers successfully act on their physicians’ instructions. In addition to comic books, we offer
videos, animations, podcasts, and mobile apps.

To learn more about our educational resources, please visit:
JumoHealth.com
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